294                        LATIN CHRISTIANITY.                 JtfooK VIIL

civil war, Italy suffer more than one disastrous invasion,
one Emperor be reduced to the lowest degradation, more
than one Pope be exposed to personal insult and suf-
fering, in short, that such long, bloody, and implacable
warfare should lay waste a large part of Europe, on
points which admitted such easy adjustment. But, as
usual in the collision of great interests, the point in
dispute was not the sole, nor even the chief object
of the conflict: it was on one part the total inde-
pendence, and through the independence the complete
ascendancy ; on the other, if not the absolute subjuga-
tion, the secret subservience of the spiritual power;
which the more sagacious and ambitious of each party
aimed eventually at securing to themselves. Both
parties had gradually receded from this remote and un-
acknowledged purpose, and now contended on open and
ostensible ground. The Pope either abandoned as un-
attainable, or no longer aspired to make the Church
absolutely independent both as to election and as to the
possession of vast feudal rights without the obligations
of feudal obedience to the Empire. In Germany alone
the bishops and abbots were sovereign princes of such
enormous territorial possessions and exalted rank, that
if constant and unswerving subjects and allies of the
Pope, they would have kept the Empire in complete
subjugation to Borne. But this rival sway had been
kept down through the direct influence exercised by the
Emperor in the appointment, and his theoretic power at
least of withholding the temporalities of the great spi-
ritual fiefs; and the exercise of this power led to
monstrous abuses, the secularisation of the Church, the
transformation of bishops and abbots to laymen invested
in mitres and cowls. The Emperor could not hope to
maintain tlie evils of the old system, the direct appoint-